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SUBMISSION FROM Rebecca Kail 

Dear Committee 
 
I urge you to set more ambitious targets for reducing carbon emissions. In particular, I’d like 
to see an 80% target by 2030 and net-zero emissions by 2040. Furthermore, please also 
ensure future finance budgets are consistent with climate targets, and that policies in all 
sectors contribute to the aim of reducing carbon emissions.  

Climate change is already affecting many places around the world, and may also be 
contributing to more extreme weather patterns in the UK. As a non-scientist, I cannot tell 
whether these changes are due to carbon emissions but I recognise that there is a 
consensus of scientific opinion that says that they are.  
 
However, to me, action to minimise carbon emissions has a range of benefits that are 
valuable in themselves. For example, making homes warm and fuel efficient means 
healthier people who are not in fuel poverty, and it uses our valuable and finite energy 
resources wisely. Similarly, more active travel means safer roads, cleaner air (with all the 
related health benefits) and reduced obesity, as well as also using resources wisely.  
 
I actively work to minimise my own carbon footprint. I always walk or cycle for short 
journeys and use public transport for longer journeys (I do not own a car). I choose not to fly 
for any journeys. I use a 100% renewable electricity provider. I eat a vegetarian diet and I 
grow some of my own vegetables, supplementing with a veg box from a local organic farm. 
 
As a Christian, caring for God’s creation is important to me. I also take seriously the 
requirement to love my neighbour, and I see my neighbour as being everyone on the 
planet, as well as generations yet to come. Acting to reduce carbon emissions, for me, is 
part of caring for the planet that God has provided as our home and also loving my 
neighbours both near and far.  

As a wealthy nation who has benefited from industrialisation, Scotland has contributed 
more than its fair share towards global carbon emissions. I’m glad that, in the 2009 Climate 
Change Act, the Scottish Government took considerable steps towards recognising this and 
setting targets to promote change. I urge you to ensure Scotland continues to be a world 
leader in tackling climate change by increasing the targets suggested in the new Climate 
Change Bill and ensuring budgets and policies are consistent with this commitment.  

Thank you for allowing me to contribute to this consultation. 

 


